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Office of the Secretary
RM 222
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1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Ladies & Gentlemen:

I wholeheartedly support Petition FCC RM 9242 LPFM-1 to
cover a 15-mile radius.

I guess in our own way each of us who have dreamed of owning
a radio station can relate to the frustration and
devastating disappointment of being denied the opportunity
to be able to realize your dream.

In attempts to apply for a license to own and operate a
radio station, you are told in no uncertain terms that you
are just wasting ¥our time. I was told by a staff of the
FCC locally that 1f you thought it was easy to a~ply and get
a radio station did I feel that he would be sitt1ng there
answering inquiries instead of owning his own station.

This insensitive attitude and other incidents began 30 years
ago, and the situation has not changed or gotten any better.
You think in your mind one day that things are going to
change and just perhaps there is hope for a minority like me
to get my foot in the door. Year after year you try to keep
the faith and ho~e that there will be an opening to that
impenetrable med1a stronghold.

I reside and have lived in a small rural community
(Homestead, Florida) whose fame, if you want to call it
that, was ~ut on the map nationally b¥ the most devastating
hurricane 1n history. We are 30-50 m1les removed from the
major media, therefore, there are many residents who do not
or cannot get the broadcast locally. This leaves a
tremendous void in these small communities in advertisement,
pUblic announcements, and other concerns. To me and many
others, this is not fair and equitable.

Of course, we have our individual issues and topics that are
entirely different from the major media in the large
metropolitan area. They place emphasis on the area they
serve. Then should we not have the opportunity to do the
same, but the door is always closed.



FCC April 21, 1998 Page 2

In closing, it brin~s to mind the plight that Moses
encountered in gett~ng the Pharaoh to let his people go;
it's almost the same scenario in our re9Uest to the FCC to
open up the doors of opportunities for ~ndividuals like
myself to realize their dream and own a radio station. I
have worked in many capacities; I have met and interacted
with many individuals from all walks of life from the least
of these to the highest Congress members, Senators, State
Representatives and Governors, and I have come to the
conclusion that in this life all things are possible.

However, in this case, my spirituality and religious
upbrin~ing began to dwindle. To date this has been a total
imposs1bility, but I will continue to keep the faith and
hope that the Commission will do the right thing and approve
FCC RM 9242.

I would like to share a little background with you regarding
some of the things I have done during my lifetime (see
enclosure).

One of the highlights of my life was receiving the Charles
Whited Spirit of Excellence Award sponsored by The Miami
Herald September 30, 1997. The keynote speaker was First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. It was a very special and
memorable evening.

At this time I would like to thank Mr. Bill Kennard, Chair­
man of the Federal Communications Commission, and other FCC
officials for your concerns regarding the inadequacies that
presently exist in the broadcast industry. You are to be
commended for your efforts and the action proposed. You
seem to be headed in the ri~ht direction. I speak for all
of us who have had faced th~s dilemma for a very long time.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Respectfully submitted,

Willie Brown

cc: u.S. Senator Bob Graham
u.S. Representative Carrie Meek
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11!1": 61
R",iJ(IIrr: Homestead

P"II/il.v: Wife, Johnnie; d.,ughters, Val",'cia
and Cherylise;

suns, Willie .Jr., Darwin, and .JdIery;
and ten grandchildren.

(J('Cupdll~lIl:Community i\ctivlst

Ilis tireless elIorls also included lobbying ti,r funding tu redevelop Roby George
Park ,1nd building a community center adjacent to the park. He also oversaw
the development of a low-income housing project for first-time home buyers,
For Brown's dedication and his ellorts on behalf of the communit,y, he has heen
honored l,y Governor Lawlon Chiles, U.S. Senator Boh G rit1,,,," , .U.S.
Representative Carrie Meek, Florida Senator Darryl .Jones and Florid"
Representatives Lareenia Bullard, .John Cosgrove and Dehhie Horan.

Quote: 'IHe served as a role for me and m•.lI1.Y of u~ growing up. He was a pio­
neer in the civil rights movement here, in Flor,da City and I have the Jccpest
I'espc<.:t '()I- this 1Il~H1."

Brown cspcc;al\,)l wanted to make a dilTerence for the community's young peo­
ple. He established the first Youth Opportunity Center in Homestead, provid­
lng an outlet where hundreds of young people receive job training and counsel~

ing. The Neighborhood Youth Corp, which he founded, provided kids will, a
positive outlet by working with senior citizens.

He has dedicated his time to the Homestead/Florida Ci~y Community Actinn
Agency and ,,,,'as instrumental in organi.zi.ng numerous adivil'ies to enhance the
life of an'n residents. Among Brown's credits are the Founding of the annual
African Heritage Festival. the Haitian, Hispanic, AFrican American Coalition
an({ the Concerned Cltizcns Progressive Action group. For 14 ,years he coordi­
nated the annual Mart;n Luther King Parade and festivities. He ;nitlated pro~

grams to provide employment opportunities f-or Homestead/Florida Clly fesi­
rtents by inducing commitments [rom businesses such as the raCe track complex
and by helping expand summer employment youth programs and voter regis­
tratlon.

IDNOT[SPWIR
fiRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CUNTON

Hillary ROllham Cl\nLon served as First Lad.v or Arkansas for twelve years. During
that time. she work!'.J 3.'1 a ful)Rtime partner of a Jaw firm, chaired an education com·

ll1ittcc thilt ~ct puh/it> sdwul standards in A"knnlHu, ntiwaged a home, ami cared for her
husband and child. On many occasions. Hillary Clinton has spoken ahout the need "to
find Ihc right halallcc in our lives." For her, the elements of that balance arc family.
work, and pubHt service.

Hillary Diane Rodham was born in Chicago. minois. on October 26. 1947. daughter or
Dorothy Rodham and the late Hugh Rodham. She and her two younger brothers grew up
in Park Ridge. Illinois. as a dOlle-knit family. An excellent stUfhmt, she was also a Girl

Kenut and a member or the local Methodist youth grour', Hillary enjoyed sports and was

alwavs interested in politics.
Sh~e entered Wcllcs\{'.v College in 1965. Graduating with high honors, she then

enrulled in Yale Law S~_hoo\. where she served. on the Hoard of If.ditors of the Yale

Review of Law anI) Social Action. There she met Bill Clinton, a fellow student. \Vhile
it! Yale. ~h(' dc\!e1opt·d her strong conccrn For protel·ting the interests or chihlren anti
theil' families.

(n 1973. Hillary became a staff attorney fot' the Children's Defense Fund. A ~vcar later.
she joined the Impeat·hlllt.·nt (nquir.v l'tafl' of the ~Judicia.r.y Committee I)f (he U.S. House

of Reptescntatives to work on the Watergate i.mpeachment ptoceedings.
H,Uary left Washington and "followed her heart to Arkansas," She married Bill Clinton

in 1975. The rouple bnth taught on the law racult.y of the University of Arkangas at
Fayetteville. Their daughter, Chelsea, was born in 1980.

As Firlt Lady of Arkau!'ias, Hillary o:ontinucd to work tirelesstvon behalf of children
anll families. In addition to chairing the Arkansas Education Standards Committee, she
I'uunll('d the Arkansil.!' Advocate!; for Cbi.ldren and Famllies. She introduced a pioneer­
ing program called Arkansas' Home Inst'l"uctinn Program ror PreschoQI Youth, which
lrnin.c; parcnt'lt Iu work with their children io preschool preparedness and literacy.
Ilillo1'",V "Isu SL'I"\'L'd on thl' bOotHI of the Arkansas Children'!; HospitaL In recognition 01"
her pfofes9innal and personal accomplishments, Hillary was nameJ Arkansas Woman of
lhl' Year in 19R3 and Arkansas Mother of the Year in 1984.

Upon taking officc, 1111: Presillent made health (',Ire one of his highe!lt priorities. He
<,ppointetlth(' Find Lally to head his Tuk Force on Natlonaf Health Care Reform. E-liltary
i!'l also:I an illlihor. Her hook, "h Takes A Vll1age" was published in 1996 and immediately
hct"ume a New York Times hcst scHer. In )l)97 !;he won a Grammy Award for the audio
veniun of lhe bool"

Like her predecessors, Hilla.ry Rodham Clinton hrings to the role of First Lady of the
United States her own special talents, experience. ~(yle, and interests.•


